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FILE: B~213050 DATE: September 30, 1983

MATTER OF: Le Prix Electrical Distributors, Ltd.

DIGEST:

Protest by subcontractor of agency decision
that materials to be supplied by subcon-
tractor under prime contract are unaccept-
able will not be considered under GAO Bid
Protest Procedures.,

Le Prix Electrical Distributors, Ltd. protests the
rejection by the Department of the Air Force, Homestead
Air Force Base, of materials it proposed to supply as a
subcontractor to Palmer Electric Company, the prime
contractor under contract No. F08621-83-C0027.

According to Le Prix, it received a purchase order
from Palmer for the materials required under this con-
tract. Subsequently it was informed that the proposed
materials were rejected by the Air Force and that Palmer
was canceling its order. Le Prix objects to the Air
Force's decision on the basis that the specifications for
the materials were "tremendously ambiguous.® By this, we
understand Le Prix to mean that the government's specifica-
tions were so broadly written that the materials Le Prix
proposed to supply should have been acceptable. Le Prix
also maintains that its low material prices made it pos-
sible for Palmer to bid upon and be awarded the contract
for half the price the Air Force had estimated.

Under our Bid Protest Procedures, 4 C.F.R. Part 21
(1983), we consider complaints concerning the award of
government contracts. This Office also considers protests
concerning the award of subcontracts in limited circum—
stances. Optimum Systems, Inc., 54 Comp. Gen. 767 (1975),
75-1 CPD 166. However, Le Prix's complaint is not directed
to the award of a subcontract. Rather, it concerns the
decision of the government that Le Prix's materials are
unacceptable. This is a matter of contract administration
between the government and the prime contractor which is
not cognizable under the Bid Protest Procedures. Empire
Generator Corporation, B-212298, July 21, 1983, 83-2 CPD
114.
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Accordingly, the protest will not be considered on the
merits.

N R e Clea

Harry R. Van Cleve
Acting General Counsel





